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Springing back into action

With spring feeling tantilisingly close, what’s the state of 
play for autumn-drilled wheat crops and the impact this 
may have on management approaches for disease and 
weed control? CPM opens up the conversation. 
By Janine Adamson and Rob Jones

Good Growing Club survey
Looking at T0s, three quarters of 
participants regularly apply at this timing 
with azoles and strobilurins cited as the 
main chemistry, explains UPL’s Tom 
Wheelhouse.

With brighter, much improved 
weather on the cards at 
the time of writing (late 

February), there’ll understandably 
be a readiness to hit the fields and 
start ticking off crop management 
tasks as soon as possible.

It’s a stark contrast to the position 
many were in last spring which in ways 
could heighten the desire to truly 
maximise weather windows, however, a 
recent survey suggests tough decisions 
will have to be made as a result of 
increasingly squeezed schedules.

UPL’s Tom Wheelhouse says perhaps 
unsurprisingly, applying nitrogen 
was cited as the top priority for 52% 
of farmers surveyed, followed by 
drilling spring crops (32%). But when 
it comes to sprayer-related tasks, the 
results were more mixed, he adds.

“Applying micronutrients and 
herbicides tended to have a greater 
focus than applying fungicides 
and PGRs. It suggests a crowded 
to-do list, where realistically, 
everything has to be done.

“As such, it’s no surprise that every 

Arable focus AGRONOMY

“The survey 
suggests rust 

control is the main 
focus of T0 sprays.” 

TOM WHEELHOUSE
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respondent is tank mixing at least two 
products – more than 20% said they 
typically mix four. Tank mix compatibility 
and worries about crop scorch are 
cited as the main reason why they don’t 
consider bigger mixes,” explains Tom.

The survey was conducted by UPL as 
part of the company’s Good Growing 
Club. It also explored fungicide use. 
“Looking at T0s, three quarters of 
participants regularly apply at this 
timing with azoles and strobilurins 
cited as the main chemistry, followed 
by multi-sites folpet or Thiopron 
(sulphur), and plant health elicitors. 

“This suggests rust control is 
the main focus of T0 sprays for 
farmers since strobilurins and older 
azoles like tebuconazole have little 
effect on septoria,” suggests Tom. 
“It’s a significant change since the 
days of chlorothalonil when most 
fungicide programmes began with 
a T0 multi-site application.”

The survey results also indicate that 
more than 75% of farmers identify 
the weather as the main challenge 
when applying a T0, with others 
highlighting workload constraints and 
ensuring correct timing as concerns. 

 Consequently, almost 80% said if 
their chosen fungicide had greater 
tank mix and application flexibility, it 
would help with early disease control. 
“There’s clearly a demand for greater 
flexibility in fungicide products used 
at T0, so farmers could consider other 
options such as plant health elicitors.

“Once applied, a product like 
laminarin (Iodus) moves through the 
plant, stimulating its defences. The 
mode of action means there’s more 
flexibility in when it can be applied, 
because it doesn’t necessarily have 
to go on leaf four like a conventional 
T0 fungicide,” comments Tom.

Despite the more optimistic 
conditions, Farmacy agronomist, Tom 
Smith, reminds that because many 
winter wheats are exhibiting a range 
of growth stages as they enter the 
spring, extra care will be required 
when it comes to crop management. 

In fact for some, the variability will 
be reminiscent of last season, with 
many early-sown forward wheats 
showing good growth and excellent 
potential, while some later-drilled 
crops will have struggled to get going 
in cold, wet soils, he continues.

Crop variability
Farmacy’s Tom Smith believes variability 
in crops will be reminiscent of last season, 
with many early-sown wheats showing 
good growth and potential, while later-
drilled crops have struggled to get going.
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“ I’m pleased with the performance of iblon® 
at T2. 2024 was very much a Septoria and 
brown rust season, iblon® applied as Vimoy® 
+ Kestrel® at T2 did what I expected it to 
and gave me an alternative to fenpicoxamid.
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The NFU has launched 
its Harvesting Growth 
strategy, which it says 

aims to boost productivity, 
resilience and confidence within 
the UK’s arable sector. 

Revealed at a fringe session during 
its annual conference, the document 
outlines policies which should enable 
long-term growth 
and investment, 
where innovation 
and collaboration 
lead to a 
sustainable and 
competitive future 
for growers of 
combinable crops.

NFU 
Combinable Crops Board chair, 
Jamie Burrows, is one half of 1000ha 
Sandcross Farming which operates 
across Hertfordshire and Norfolk. 
He says the NFU’s Harvesting 
Growth strategy is designed to shine 

a spotlight on the opportunities to 
deliver the industry and government’s 
shared ambition of improving food 
security and enhancing the bedrock 
of the UK’s food and drink sector.

“It aims to empower farmers, 
industry stakeholders and 
policymakers to navigate the evolving 
landscape, harness emerging 

opportunities and 
mitigate risks. 
Together we can 
build a robust 
and sustainable 
future for the 
UK combinable 
crops sector.”

The report is 
divided into five 

key pillars: tax and productivity 
measures, land use, fairness in 
the supply chain, plant health, 
and research and development.

Among the issues it explores are 
de-risking engagement with grant 

schemes, improving the delivery of 
SFI, creating a single industry-owned 
digital grain passport, and securing an 
effective and efficient authorisation 
process for active ingredients.

According to Luke Cox, NFU 
senior combinable crops policy 
adviser, the strategy is a vision 
for the future which should spark 
greater engagement with ministers 
and MPs to ensure alignment. “It’s 
very much focussed on the sector 
while calling for support from 
wider industry and government. 

“It’s about looking at what we 
can do for ourselves, rather than 
just issuing a list of asks,” he says. 

Harvesting Growth strategy
The report is divided into five key pillars: 
tax and productivity measures, land 
use, fairness in the supply chain, plant 
health, and research and development.

Harvesting Growth strategy is launched
A ‘first of its kind’ combinable crops report from the NFU

“It’s very much focussed
on the sector while 
calling for support from 
wider industry and 
government.”
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While most cereal farmers will 
be familiar with Broadway 
Star, the latest formulation 

from Corteva pairs pyroxsulam with 
mesosulfuron – a move which further 
broadens the spectrum of target weeds. 

Annual meadow grass control is 
the headline development for the 
new product Broadway Ultra, but the 
combination of actives should cover 
a wide range of weeds, says Hugh 
Guinan, Corteva’s field technical 
manager for cereal herbicides.

This is because pyroxsualm 
is a triazolopyrimidine while 
mesosulfuron is a sulfonylurea 
herbicide; both are acetolactate 
synthase (ALS) enzyme inhibitors. 

“They work by preventing the 
production of amino acids by inhibiting 
the ALS enzyme,” explains Hugh. “These 
herbicides can move in the xylem and 
phloem to areas of new growth and are 
taken up through plant foliage and to 
a lesser extent the roots. Herbicides 
in these families vary greatly in their 
selectivity and may control annual and 
perennial broadleaf or grassweeds.”

The result is almost immediate 
cessation of plant growth followed 
by slow death, taking as little as two 
weeks in ideal weather, or up to eight 
when growing conditions are difficult.

Hugh says combining two different 
types of ALS herbicides creates a 
synergistic effect on efficacy as well 
as widening the grassweed and 
broadleaf weed spectrum. “Also in the 
formulation is cloquintocet, a safener 
that helps non-target plants quickly 
metabolise and detoxify the herbicide, 
reducing instance 
of crop damage,” 
he highlights. 

As such, Broadway 
Ultra is designed 
to tackle a wide 
range of problem 
weeds, making it 
particularly effective 
in traditional rotations 
and on lighter 
soils, adds Hugh.

In addition to annual meadow grass, 
its label targets include brome, ryegrass 
and wild oats. It also delivers control of 
tame oats, loose silky bent and rat’s tail 
fescue. In terms of broadleaf weeds, 
control includes cleavers, chickweed, 

speedwells, mayweed, charlock, bur 
chervil, and volunteer oilseed rape.

“Pyroxsulam has a well-established 
reputation for effective grassweed 
control while also targeting a broad 
spectrum of broadleaf weeds. The 
addition of mesosulfuron enhances 
this control, particularly for chickweed, 
sow thistle, shepherd’s purse, and 
meadow grasses,” suggests Hugh.

He advises that Broadway Ultra can 
be applied to winter wheat and triticale 

crops from 1 
January through to 
mid-May. Corteva 
recommends 
applying the 
herbicide early 
while weeds are 
still small and 
actively growing to 
maximise efficacy. 

“Getting on 
top of key problem weeds early is as 
important as ever. The challenging 
autumns we’ve experienced in recent 
years have often shifted weed control 
pressures to the spring,” he proposes.

Hugh adds that the product is 
formulated as a wettable granule and 

should be applied at a rate of 100g/ha in 
combination with an approved adjuvant. 
The product comes in a 500g pack and 
has a five-metre reducible buffer zone 
to ensure responsible application.

To widen control further, he advises 
tank mixing or sequencing with Zypar 
(florasulam+ halauxifen-methyl/
Arylex Active). “This combination will 
take care of black bindweed, black 
nightshade, chickweed, charlock, 
cleavers, cranesbill, docks and 
fumitory. Groundsel, henbit dead 
nettle, mayweed, poppy, red dead 
nettle, shepherd’s purse, wild radish 
and volunteer beans or OSR will also 
be within the herbicide’s spectrum.”

Hugh concludes: “Our advice is to 
target weeds utilising an integrated 
weed management approach including 
cultural control methods such as stale 
seedbeds and rotational ploughing. 

“Then, a programmed approach 
starting with a residual pre-emergence 
followed by a top-up residual where 
required throughout the autumn and 
Broadway Ultra in the spring. Always 
spray in good, dry conditions as soon 
as you see signs of active growth, and 
ensure a suitable adjuvant is included.” 

Target species
Annual meadow grass control is the headline development for Broadway Ultra but 
the combination of actives should cover a wide range of weeds, says Corteva’s 
Hugh Guinan.

Broadway Ultra for annual meadow grass control
Growers and agronomists have a new herbicide option this spring which 
promises to help tackle annual meadow grass

“The challenging 
autumns we’ve 
experienced in recent 
years have often shifted 
weed control pressures 
to the spring.”
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REVYSTAR® XE, STRONGER 
WHERE IT MATTERS1.

1  Based on BASF and external fi eld trial results, alongside 
interpretation of AHDB fungicide performance curves 
on key T1 target diseases, as indicated by Kynetec fi eld 
data (Septoria, Brown rust, Yellow rust and Eyespot).

2  Based on the AHDB fungicide performance data for 
product performance against Brown rust in 2024. 

3  Based on 31 BASF and external fi eld trials targeting 
Septoria at typically applied fi eld rates as indicated 
by manufacturer recommendations and Kynetec fi eld 
data (Revystar® XE 0.75l/ha, Ascra® Xpro 1l/ha). 

Revystar® XE

Use plant protection products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. For further product information including warning phrases and symbols refer 
to www.agricentre.basf.co.uk. For further information, please do not hesitate to contact your local BASF Agronomy Manager or the BASF Technical Services Hotline: 0845 602 2553. 
Revystar® XE contains mefentri� uconazole (Revysol®) and � uxapyroxad (Xemium®). Ascra® Xpro contains bixafen and � uopyram and prothioconazole. Revystar® XE,  Revysol® and Xemium® are 
registered Trademarks of BASF. All other brand names used on this advertisement are Trademarks of other manufacturers in which proprietary rights may exist. © BASF 2025. All rights reserved.

Broad spectrum disease control1

Market leading brown rust control2

Gives an average yield advantage 
of 0.21t/ha vs Ascra® Xpro3

Even better value in 2025
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Tom Smith, who oversees crops 

throughout Essex and Suffolk, says 
some of the most forward wheats in 
his area were up to growth stage 25 
in mid-February, with the majority 
around GS23/24, while those drilled 
in mid-November after potatoes 
were back closer to GS13.

“These are the extremes, but there’s 
a lot of variability out there which 
poses challenges for early fungicide 
planning, and reinforces the importance 
of applying treatments according to 
growth stage, not calendar date.

“Growers should also recognise that 
those later, backward crops, often 
go through growth stages quickly as 
temperatures and day length increase, 
potentially complicating spray timings.”

Hutchinsons’ head of integrated 
crop management, David Howard, 
says building potential, irrespective 
of current growth stage, all starts 
with a T0. “We’ve seen before that 
growers can sometimes be reluctant 
to invest in thinner crops, cutting back 
on early T0 and T1 sprays only to find 
they then had to chase disease hard 
at T2 to get it back under control.”

He highlights that yellow rust in 

particular can be more pronounced 
in late-sown or stressed wheats, 
and thinner crops are also more 
reliant on lower leaves to help them 
to catch up, therefore protecting 
photosynthetic capacity is key despite 
the possible lower yield potential.

Furthermore, with recent seasons 
indicating rust and septoria are 
becoming more aggressive and 
better adapted to changing weather 
patterns, effective early disease 
control is vital to stay on the front 
foot in any crop, says David.

He agrees with UPL’s survey results 
regarding rust being a focus disease. 
“Historically, septoria was the main 
target at T0 and while its control 
remains important in high-risk varieties 
and regions – particularly the West 
and South-West – for many, the focus 
has shifted towards managing rust.

“Last year saw a particularly early 
appearance of brown rust in some 
crops, and after a high pressure 
season, there could be more inoculum 
around this spring although much 
depends on the impact of winter 
frosts in reducing inoculum, or at 
least delaying onset. Equally, milder 

conditions like last season could result 
in earlier rust pressure,” he explains.

David believes rust management is a 
numbers game. “You must act early to 
slow it down before inoculum builds. An 
effective T0 is a ‘no-brainer’ for anyone 
growing wheat in higher rust-risk areas 



A numbers game
According to Hutchinsons’ David Howard, 
rust management is a numbers game – 
act early to slow it down before inoculum 
builds.

Wild oatsWild oats Broad-leaved 
weeds

Broad-leaved Broad-leaved Rye grassBroad-leaved Rye grass BromeBromeMeadowgrass

Keep
problem

 weeds out.

For further information, visit www.corteva.co.uk or call 0800 689 8899.

Use herbicides safely. Always read the label and product information before use. For warning phrases and symbols refer to label. 
Broadway® Ultra contains pyroxsulam and mesosulfuron-methyl. Broadway® Star contains florasulum and pyroxsulam.

®, ™ Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. © 2025 Corteva. 

Ultra flexible.
Ultra effective.
Ultra dependable.

Broadway® Ultra builds on the success 
of Broadway® Star, the mainstay of 
dependable, early season weed control 
for over 15 years.

It delivers excellent control on a range 
of grass and broad-leaved weeds.

With application from 1st January 
through to the middle of May, plus 
a wide range of tank mix options, it’s 
highly flexible too.

Talk to your advisor or find out more at 
www.corteva.co.uk/broadway-ultra

NEW

TP26547 Broadway Ultra CPM_205w x 140hmm.indd   1TP26547 Broadway Ultra CPM_205w x 140hmm.indd   1 24/01/2025   10:4924/01/2025   10:49
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of Eastern Counties.”
And if the weather closes 

in before successfully 
applying a T0 at the 
optimum time, he says there 
could still be a benefit to 
be had. “Typically, many 
wait for GS30 but crops 
are sometimes beyond that 
by the time of application. 
When catchy weather delays 
spraying, some may then 
wait until T1 and perhaps 
try combining the two.

“Having a gap between 

T0 and T1 is beneficial 
though, so be flexible 
with the early timing. If 
disease is present and 
you’re 2-4 weeks out from 
T1, it’s worth treating, 
subject to product label 
restrictions,” he advises.

PLAXIUM TRIAL 
RESULTS
Moving to later in the 
season, independent 
AHDB trials indicate the 
performance of Bayer’s 

Protectant septoria control
Plaxium performed comparably to other fungicides against 
septoria in both protectant (as shown) and eradicant situations. 
Source: AHDB

Combatting brown rust
Plaxium offers superior brown rust control compared with other 
mixture products tested. Source: AHDB

*Clayton Navaro™, Clayton Canyon™ SC, Clayton Tuskar™ & Clayton 
Tendril™ are all trademarks of Clayton Plant Protection. *Use Fungicides 

safely. *Always read the label and product information before use.

Scan to find out more 
or visit claytonpp.com

CLAYTON TENDRIL
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recently authorised Iblon-based 
fungicide, Plaxium (isoflucypram+ 
fluopyram+ prothioconazole).

The data shows compared with the 
other products in the trial, Plaxium was 
comparable in controlling Septoria 
tritici, was either 
equal to or better 
than other products 
against yellow rust, 
and the strongest 
against brown rust. 

Plaxium received 
regulatory authorisation for use in 
winter and spring wheat, barley, rye, 
triticale, spelt and oats in late 2024. In 
data recently published to highlight its 
performance in trials 2019-2021, AHDB 
says: “Plaxium was shown to be highly 

effective against Septoria tritici in both 
protectant and eradicant situations.”

Against yellow rust, AHDB adds 
that Plaxium showed a level of activity 
above that seen from Ascra Xpro 
(bixafen+ fluopyram+ prothioconazole) 

and Revystar XE 
(fluxapyroxad+ 
mefentrifluconazole), 
comparable 
to Univoq 
(fenpicoxamid+ 
prothioconazole), 

and close to that of Elatus Era 
(benzovindiflupyr+ prothioconazole). 
These differences were carried through 
to harvest with Plaxium-treated plots 
yielding comparably to Univoq.”

On brown rust, AHDB explains 

Plaxium offered superior control 
compared with the other mixture 
products tested… and was  
comparable in efficacy to 
Imtrex (fluxapyroxad) and Elatus 
Plus (benzovindiflupyr).

Trial partner, Niab’s Stuart Knight, 
believes the results indicate a 
clear efficacy and yield response 
advantage of Plaxium compared 
with Ascra Xpro. “This reflects 
the boost to foliar disease activity 
provided by isoflucypram, in place of 
bixafen in this three-way mixture.”

The work was repeated in barley  
trials where it gave the best all-
round control of rhynchosporium, 
net blotch, ramularia and powdery 
mildew; Plaxium showed good 
control of all four diseases. 

RHYNCHOSPORIUM
Against rhynchosporium, in both 
protectant and eradicant situations, 
AHDB says: “Plaxium gave excellent 
disease control, comparable with 
or better than Siltra Xpro (bixafen+ 
prothioconazole) and Ascra 
Xpro, and similar to the level of 
control provided by solo active, 
Miravis Plus (pydiflumetafen).”

Similarly, against net blotch, 
Plaxium showed a high level of 
efficacy even at 50% of label rate, 
performing comparably to Miravis 
Plus and Ascra Xpro, added AHDB. 
Against ramularia, Plaxium matched 
the control of Revystar XE and was 
slightly better than Ascra Xpro.

Another trial partner, SRUC’s 
Professor Fiona Burnett, highlights 
the performance of Plaxium 
and the combination of multiple 
modes of action along with the 
restrictions on use that would ensure 
good product stewardship.

“Plaxium adds another robust 
mixture option for control of barley 
diseases and is carefully stewarded 
to manage resistance risk,” she says.

Against powdery mildew, AHDB 
notes that although disease pressure 
was relatively low in these trials, 
Plaxium gave the highest level 
of protectant activity of any of 
the mixture products tested. 

However, important to note is 
advice from Bayer, with the company 
stressing that Plaxium has strict use 
limitations – it can be applied only 
once per crop with no more than 
75g/ha of isoflucypram applied to 
the same field every two years. l

“Milder conditions like 
last season could result 
in earlier rust pressure.”
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