A variety doesn’t have to be new to the market

for it to have merit that may have thus far gone
underappreciated, as CPM finds out when it takes a
closer look at LG Capitol, a two-row winter feed barley.

By Melanie Jenkins

he ‘capitol’ is often associated
Twith a US building where

Congress meets to set out
legislature, and can be referred to as
‘the Capitol’, ‘the Capitol Building’, or
‘Capitol Hill’, but Limagrain’s version
is a little different and could be said
to reside on a hill all of its own.

Sitting comfortably in the top three
conventional feed varieties on AHDB’s
Recommended List, LG Capitol is
a high yielding winter barley with a
combination of strong specific weight
and a good disease resistance profile.

Although Capitol isn’t new to
the RL — now in its second year of
recommendation — its consistent position
as one of the top yielding two-row winter
barleys means it very much has a place
on farm, says Limagrain’s Ron Granger.

“A sister variety to LG Caravelle,
Capitol came along a year behind
with very similar yield and slightly
lower disease score, however, it’s still
a stand-out variety for the market.”

According to Wynnstay’s Joe Wood,
it’s hard to overlook Capitol’s high yield.

“It's a headline feature and it performs
across all regions which is the kind
of versatility the industry requires.

“We have growers with the variety
from the tip of Cornwall, into West Wales
and to the Scottish Borders, and there
have been no issues with it. Even last
year, which was very difficult for a lot of
growers, Capitol produced good yields.”

RELIABILITY

The key with Capitol, is that it’s
demonstrated several years of
consistency throughout national trials
testing prior to RL recommendation,
and the variety has since produced
two years of reliable performance on
farm, explains Ron. “It’'s shown high
consistency of annual treated yield
between 2021 and 2024, with figures of
105%, 106%, 105% and 105%, in annual
treated trials respectively, and its UK

score on the RL for 2025/26 sits at 106%.

“We've had difficult and varied
seasons during this time, ranging
from droughts to extreme rainfall, but
Capitol has performed well across

VARIETIES

“It performs
across all regions
which is the kind of
versatility the
industry requires.”
JOE WOOD

regions and soil types, making it a
consistent and resilient choice for
farmers. And | believe this is something
we, as breeders, are getting better at
achieving with our varieties,” he says.
Limagrain breeder, Sophie Buon, points
out that Capitol performs well on heavy
soils especially. “It’s the best variety on
the RL for heavy soils and does even
better than Caravelle, at 110% of control.”
In line with this consistency is Capitol’s
high untreated yield at 90%. “This gives
growers some peace of mind that the »

A strong position

LG Capitol is in its second year of
recommendation and maintains a
consistent position as one of the top
yielding two-row winter barleys, says
Limagrain’s Ron Granger.

CROP PRODUCTION MAGAZINE 41



DSV OXFORD
The Grain with Brains

e GROUP 4 - HARD

e A genius wheat to improve your balance sheet

e Top class yields

e Orange Blossom midge resistance

e Excellent scores for Septoria tritici and Yellow rust

e High untreated yields coupled with excellent
standing power

Innovation for

your growth

dsv-uk.co.uk

Consistent performance

Despite difficult and varied seasons between 2021-2024,
ranging from droughts to extreme rainfall, Capitol has
performed well across regions and soil types.

» variety will still deliver
when they can’t access land
at the ideal time to apply
fungicides,” adds Ron.
Capitol’s untreated yield
is supported by strong
agronomics which make it
a low maintenance variety,
believes Joe. “The high
untreated yield is a trait
that originally attracted
Wynnstay to the variety.
“This score is more
representative of what can
happen on farm where,
for example, extreme wet
periods can often impact
TO, T1and the early spring
fertiliser applications. So by
having a variety with a strong
untreated yield, this provides
reassurance for growers.”
According to Ron, Capitol
has good standing ability,
strong grain quality at
69.9kg/hl, with respectable

Drilling flexibility

Dalton Seeds’ David Huish
believes Capitol could

be drilled from around 15
September, giving growers
more flexibility if required.

screenings. “It has all of
the desirable attributes
that make up a good
two-row feed variety.

“Its grain is large and bold
which is something people
may not realise, but | think
it'’s a great attribute to have.
This means when we have
drier seasons, or when it’s
grown on lighter medium
soils, the variety still tends
to perform well because this
larger berry size will pull the
variety through and allow it
to achieve better yields.”

Dalton Seeds’ David Huish
has also been impressed with
Capitol. “From my experience
it maintains good standing
with a lodging score of 7
and an average straw length
of 88cm, although | think it
may generally be shorter
than the RL suggests.”

Wynnstay was keen to
determine if there was
a lodging risk with the
variety but has confirmed
that the straw stands well,
says Joe. “The only area of
management to focus on is
to encourage yields through
optimising fertiliser timings
— this will help you achieve
the most from the crop.”

A further feature of
the variety is its straw
yield, says Ron. “We
mustn’t underestimate the
importance of this factor.
Everyone talks about
wanting taller varieties, but



I've observed during the past few years
that varieties like Capitol and Caravelle
tiller more than older varieties.

“It’s not just about the height, it’s also
about the number of tillers a variety has
which contributes to both grain and straw
yield. In a year like this where we've
had drought conditions, we could see
straw increase in price, so it’s valuable
to have higher straw-yielding varieties.

“Maintaining tiller numbers is the
priority with winter barley and to do
this we‘ve found that early applications
of nitrogen are beneficial, just like for
hybrid barley,” suggests Ron. “Further
to this, there are seed treatment and
foliar products to both encourage
root mass and maintain tiller numbers
which is especially important when
plants may come under stress in
the more testing soil types.”

In terms of drilling window, David
believes Capitol could be drilled a week
earlier than Caravelle. “| believe it could
go in from around 15 September, giving
growers more flexibility if required.”

Due to the decreased oilseed rape
area, this year particularly, there’s been
a reduction in the amount of barley
planted, says Joe. “It’s been a tricky
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market and where we’ve had wet
autumns leading to growers focusing
on planting wheat, where arable land
has been placed into SFl, plus the feed
value hasn’t been very encouraging,
this has all had a knock-on effect on
the amount of barley being drilled.
“But it’s always a cyclical process
and the less barley in the ground, the
more desirable it becomes to buyers.”
Ron believes that if the weather is
favourable this year, then there could
be more OSR planted again which may
result in more winter barley in rotations.
“When this happens, cereal ore livestock
farmers are going to be looking for
resilient varieties with strong disease and
grain quality, something that won'’t let
them down and will deliver on straw.”

PIPELINE TRAITS

As for what could be next in the barley
variety pipeline, Joe hopes to see
rarer genetics introduced for disease
or virus control, such as increased
BYDV tolerance. “l think this gradually
has to become more prevalent which
will result in a host of new two-row
varieties coming onto the list.

“We don’t want to lose sight of
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For PEAK Yields

Yielding well
Even last year, which was very difficult for

many growers, Capitol produced good
yields, observes Wynnstay’s Joe Wood.

having a stable and reliable crop but
the more we can achieve genetically
to take the pressure off sprays and
seed treatments, the better.”

Sophie confirms that breeders are
focused on producing varieties with
BYDV tolerance and resistance. “The
current challenge is working to stack
the particular genes involved to build a
greater tolerance and help cut the use

THE NO.1 UK RECOMMENDED
CONVENTIONAL 2025

Highly recommended for all regions of the UK, this top-performing
conventional variety boasts the highest yield. Featuring large pods
and abundant seeds, it ranks as the No.1 choice. Developed in
Britain specifically for British farmers, its superior yield, vigour, and

establishment surpass even that of Campus.
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The performance edge

Consistent performance, strong yields and
specific weights make LG Capitol top choice

G Capitol has proven
La hit for F. C Palmer

and Sons, where it’s
performed consistently
during a number of seasons,
producing more than
favourable yields. Running
a family farm near Ely in
Cambridgeshire, Luke
Palmer works predominantly
fen soils with heavier land
intermixed. “We have a
diverse range of cropping
including wheat, barley,
peas, beans, sugar beet,
potatoes, celery, lettuce, turf
and alternative crops.”

While growing barley
for seed around four years
ago, Luke observed that
conventional varieties were
outperforming hybrids on
his land, so he focused on
growing Bolton, followed by
LG Caravelle.

“Three years ago | grew
both Caravelle and Capitol
and because Capitol
performed better, | decided

of insecticides on farm.

“We’re also exploring
increased rhynchosporium
resistance, improved nitrogen
use efficiency and are working
to create varieties better able
to tolerate extreme weather
and climate change. During the
past few years we've increased
the number of nurseries we're
operating to enable us to
explore these traits further.”

As breeding technologies
advance, newer varieties will
be entering the market faster.
For example, Capitol took six
years to reach the market from
when it was first bred, whereas
previously it would have taken
eight years, explains Sophie.

“Because we’re how using
genomic selection, we can
predict which varieties will
perform best when they’re
young and this is then
confirmed in the field. Capitol
was one of the varieties

to grow it exclusively last
year, but this year I've also
planted some Craft.”

Luke particularly
appreciates the wide drilling
window which Capitol offers,
allowing him to plant it into
December and still achieve
reasonably high yields.

While all cereals on farm
are essentially breaks to
reset the land for root crops,
winter barley’s importance
extends to spreading the
workload. “I grow it almost
exclusively for seed which
allows us to empty the sheds
and puts cash in the bank
early before the main event
of harvesting milling wheat
and wheat for seed.”

Additionally, growing
winter barley also means
Luke can spread his sprayer
capacity, which is especially
helpful because of the catchy
local weather conditions.

“I’'m a strong believer
in not applying too much

which looked outstanding
from an early stage and
has proven to perform
consistently since, which is
down to genomic selection.

“So the quicker we
can select varieties using
genomics, the faster we can
react to what farmers require
and to climate change.”

The versatility of Capitol
across all regions and soll
types is something Joe
believes should be highlighted.
“We deal with a range of
growers; from large arable
units in the East to dairy and
sheep farms in Wales, so we
want to promote varieties like
Capitol, which are suited to
both light and heavy land.

“I believe if growers gave
it a shot, then the chances
are they’d be opting to
grow it again the following
year because it really is
a strong variety.” @



Hinsta, the
consistent and
reliable performer.

Over and above

Despite several challenging seasons, F. C Palmer and Sons'
crops of Capitol have consistently achieved better yields than

the farm average.

nitrogen, with winter barley
usually receiving around
70kgN/ha, and some fields
this year only having 45kgN/
ha. My crops seem to
perform well without more
than this which is positive
because of the savings in
both cost and time.”

Calling himself as an
‘advantageous tiller’, Luke
uses the cultivation method
most suited to the field
and conditions at the time,
meaning Capitol will have
been drilled into different
seedbeds, using either a
direct tine drill or a power
harrow disc drill.

In a similar approach,

he applies inputs based
on the season. “This year
Capitol has had Miravis Plus
(pydiflumetofen) at T1 and
Elatus Era (benzovindiflupyr+
prothioconazole) at T2.”
Despite several
challenging seasons, Luke’s
crops of Capitol have
consistently achieved better
yields than the farm average,
and even in 2023 when
yields were down across the
board, it outperformed the
SY Kingsbarn that he grew.
“Capitol has just had the
edge for us; producing a
bolder sample and much
better yields, so it’s a variety |
really like.”

LG Capitol at a glance

Gross output (% treated controls)

UK treated 105.7
East region 107.4
West region [104]
North region 1051
UK untreated 89.6
Specific weight 69.9
Resistance to lodging without PGR 7.2
Resistance to lodging with PGR 7
Straw length without PGR (cm) 88.5
Brackling (%) 121
Ripening days (+/- KWS Orwell) 0
Disease resistance

Mildew 6.4
Brown rust 71
Rhynchosporium 6
Net blotch 5.4

Source: AHDB Recommended List, winter barley 2025/26
—[] = limited data.
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Hybrid Winter Oilseed Rape

=  High Gross Output
=  High Oil Content
= Built-in Traits

Hinsta is a high-yielding variety with excellent oil content.
It has a medium maturity, flowers later in the season,

and carries the pod shatter resistance gene. With strong
resistance to lodging and above-average early vigour, it
establishes well in the field.

Hinsta also boasts a robust disease resistance package,
including protection against TuYV. Trials have demonstrated
its exceptional tolerance to Verticillium Stem Stripe.
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